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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend the above identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 17. 

Please amend claims 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15 and 16 as follows: 



4. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the average particle size of said rubber phase is 0.05|x~0.5|x, more 
preferably 0.05p,~0.2|ui. 
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5. (Amended) The fiilly vulcanized thermoplastic elgistomer according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the weight ratio of rubber phase to plastic is 30:70 to 75:25, preferably 
50:50 to 75:25. 

6. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that said rubber phase has a gel content of at least 60% by weight, preferably 
at least 75% by weight. 

7. (Amended) The fiilly vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the plastic matrix of said fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer 
comprises at least one polymer or copolymer thereof selected from the group consisting of 
polyamide, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polyurethane, polyester, 
polycarbonate, polyoxymethylene, polystyrene, polyphenylene oxide, polyphenylene sulfide, 
polyimide and polysulfone. 

8. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the mbber phase of said fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer 
comprises at least one mbber selected from the group consisting of natural mbber, styrene- 
butadiene mbber, carboxylated styrene-butadiene mbber, nitrile mbber, carboxylated nitrile 
rubber, polybutadiene mbber, chloroprene rubber, silicone mbber, acrylic rubber, styrene- 
butadiene- vinylpyridine mbber, isoprene mbber, butyl mbber ethylene-propylene rubber, 
polysulfide mbber, acrylic-butadiene mbber, polyurethane rubber, and fluorine rubber. 

14. (Amended) The process according to claim 9, characterized in that the average 
particle size of the fiilly vulcanized powdery mbber is 0.05|X'-O.5|i, preferably 0.05^-0.2^. 



15- (Amended) The process according to claim 9, characterized in that said fUlly 
vulcanized powdery mbber comprises at least one rubber selected from the group consisting 
of fully vulcanized powdery natural rabber, fully vulcanized powdery styrene-butadiene 
rubber, fully vulcanized powdery carboxylated styrene-butadiene rubber, fully vulcanized 
powdery nitrile rubber, fiilly vulcanized powdery carboxylated nitrile rubber, fully vulcanized 
powdery polybutadiene rubber, fully vulcanized powdery chloroprene rubber, fully 
vulcanized powdery silicone mbber, fully vulcanized powdery acrylic rubber, fiilly 
vulcanized powdery styrene-butadiene-vinylpyridine rubber, fully vulcanized powdery 
isoprene rubber, fully vulcanized powdery butyl rubber, fully vulcanized powdery ethylene- 
propylene mbber, fully vulcanized powdery polysulfide mbber, fully vulcani2:ed powdery 
acrylic-butadiene mbber, fully vulcanized powdery polyurethane mbber, and fully vulcanized 
powdery fluorine mbber. 

16. (Amended) The process according to claim 9, characterized in that said plastic 
comprises at least one polymer or copolymer thereof selected from the group consist of 
polyamide, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polyurethane, polyester, 
polycarbonate, polyoxymethylene, polystyrene, polyphenylene oxide, polyphenylene sulfide, 
polyimide and polysulfone. 

Please add new claim 1 8 as follows: 

1 8, (New) A method comprising preparing a moulded article v^th the vulcanized 
thermoplastic elastomer of claim L 



Remarks 

The above amendatory action is taken solely for the pvirpose of avoiding claim fees 
that would otherwise accrue due to the presence of multiple dependent claims. 
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4. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to [any of] 
claim[s] 1 [to 3], characterized in that the average particle size of said rubber phase is 
0.05|x-0.5(x, more preferably 0.05|a-0.2^. 

5. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to [any of] 
claim[s] 1 [to 4], characterized in that the weight ratio of rubber phase to plastic is 30:70 to 
75:25, preferably 50:50 to 75:25. 

6. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to [any of] 
claim[s] 1 [to 5], characterized in that said rubber phase has a gel content of at least 60% by 
weight, preferably at least 75% by weight. 

7. (Amended) The fiiUy vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to [any] 
claim[s] 1 [to 6], characterized in that the plastic matrix of said fully vulcanized thermoplastic 
elastomer comprises at least one polymer or copolymer thereof selected from the group 
consisting of polyamide, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polyurefhane, 
polyester, polycarbonate, polyoxymethylene, polystyrene, polyphenylene oxide, 
polyphenylene sulfide, polyimide and polysulfone. 

8. (Amended) The fully vulcanized thermoplastic elastomer according to [any of] 
claim[s] 1 [to 7], characterized in that the rubber phase of said fully vulcanized thermoplastic 
elastomer comprises at least one rubber selected from the group consisting of natural mbber, 
styrene-butadiene rubber, carboxylated styrene-butadiene rubber, nitrile rubber, carboxylated 
nitrile rubber, polybutadiene rubber, chloroprene rubber, silicone rubber, acrylic rubber, 
styrene-butadiene-vinylpyridme rubber, isoprene rubber, butyl rubber ethylene-propylene 
rubber, polysulfide rubber, acrylic-butadiene rubber, polyurefhane rubber, and fluorine 
rubber. 



14. (Amended) The process according to [any of] claim[s] 9 [to 13], characterized 
in that the average particle size of the fully vulcanized powdery rubber is 0.05^-0.5|j,, 

preferably 0.05|a-0.2|Li, 

15. (Amended) The process according to [any of] claim[s] 9 [to 14], characterized 
in that said fully vulcanized powdery rubber comprises at least one rubber selected from the 
group consisting of fully vulcanized powdery natural rubber, fully vulcanized powdery 
styrene-butadiene rubber, fully vulcanized powdery carboxylated styrene-butadiene rubber, 
fully vulcanized powdery nitrile rubber, fully vulcanized powdery carboxylated nitrile rubber, 
fiiUy vulcanized powdery polybutadiene rubber, fully vulcanized powdery chloroprene 
rubber, fixlly vulcanized powdery silicone rubber, fiiUy vulcanized powdery acrylic rubber, 
fiilly vulcanized powdery styrene-butadiene-vinylpyridine rubber, fully vulcanized powdery 
isoprene rubber, fully vulcanized powdery butyl rubber, fully vulcanized powdery ethylene- 
propylene rubber, fvilly vulcanized powdery polysulfide rubber, fully vulcanized powdery 
acrylic-butadiene rubber, fully wilcanized powdery polyurethane rubber, and fully vulcanized 
powdery fluorine rubber. 

16. (Amended) The process according to [any of] claim[s] 9 [to 1 5], characterized 
in that said plastic comprises at least one polymer or copolymer thereof selected from the 
group consist of polyamide, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polyurethane, 
polyester, polycarbonate, polyoxymethylene, polystyrene, polyphenylene oxide, 
polyphenylene sulfide, polyimide and polysulfone. 



